


In Pittsburgh's newest 
school building, it's . . . 

The newest, most modern school bui ld ing in 
Pittsburgh—completely equipped in every respect 
to meet today's and tomorrow's educational re-
quirements—has just been dedicated at Carnegie 
Institute of Technology. Founded by W. L. Mellon, 
it is the nation's first Graduate School of Industrial 
Administration. 

An important part of the school's equipment is 
the heating, ventilating and air conditioning system 
. . . installed bv Dravo for maximum efficiency. 

But that s onlv part of the story. Much hidden 
engineering £oes into the installation of an air 
conditioning system in a new building. Many com-
pit i proHitms arist th it require sound engineering 
jud n t r on the pirt ot the air conditioning 
contractor. 

That's why Dravo Corporation is so often called 
upon to plan and install large and complicated air 
conditioning systems. Architects and engineers 
know they can rely on the technical background 
and engineering experience of Dravo personnel 
to do a capable and professional job. 

Why not ask Dravo to help you with your next 
air conditioning installation? 

DRAVO 
C O R P O R A T I O N 

DRAVO BUILDING, FIFTH AND LIBERTY AVENUES 
PITTSBURGH 22, PA. 
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Pittsburgh Steeltex Lath guards against 
plaster cracks in Wisconsin's new "Motelized" hotel 

PROPERLY EMBEDDED 
WELDED WIRE 
REINFORCEMENT 

TOUGH ABSORBENT 
BACKING 

STRONG HORIZONTAL 
FURRING RIB 

Note from the drawing 
at the left and the photo 
below the horizontal 
furring rib formed in 
the welded wire mesh. 
This provides a truss 
system which greatly 
strengthens the plas-
tered wall. 

By combining the informality of a tourist court with the 
services of a downtown hotel when he designed the Mead 
Hotel in Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin, architect Donn 
Hougen may well have started a trend. He may well 
also have started a trend when he specifically designed 
every facet of the structure for low upkeep and mainte-
nance in years to come. 

It was with the latter in mind that he specified 40,000 
sq. yds. of Steeltex Lath for plaster on the job. The 
combination of strong, rigid, welded-wire mesh and 
absorbent backing offered positive resistance against 
settling and distortion. Said architect Hougen, "When 
we use Steeltex Lath for plaster, we are assured that the 
plasterer will use the required amount of plaster, and 
that he has sufficient reinforcing in the lath to guard 
against plaster cracks/' 

For details on how you too can take advantage of the 
strong, reinforced walls offered by Steeltex, see our 
catalog data in Sweet's or write for catalog D.S. 130, 
Dept. C, Pittsburgh Steel Products Company, Grant 
Building, Pittsburgh 30, Pa. 

Pittsburgh Steel Products Co. 
A Subsidiary of Pittsburgh Steel Company 



HAVE YOU A PROBLEM 
IN SHEET METAL? 

Here's an example of the kind of sheet 
metal job we're proud of. It's the stain-

less steel entrance to one of Pittsburgh's 
newest industrial o f f i c e buildings. 

Limbach has been doing architectural 
sheet metal jobs, along with heavy 

structural jobs, for more than fifty years. 

Our metal craftsmen have the patience, skill, 
and more important, the desire to do the job right. 

We're proud of our sheet metal work and 

we know our work will satisfy you and 

your client. So if you have a problem 

in any workable metal—call Limbach. We've 

got the answer. 

P" A. N V 

521 PRESSLEY ST. 

PITTSBURGH 12 

ALLEGHENY 1-5600 

-ROOFING 
SHEET METAL WORK 
INSULATION 
BUILDING PRODUCTS 
FLOORS & CEILINGS 
HEATING 
AIR CONDITIONING 

LETTERS 
EDITOR: 

A part of your Products Parade sec-
tion of the September issue of Charette 
was devoted to a write-up and illustra-
tion of the "Multi-Purpose" Laboratory 
Furniture Unit manufactured by our 
client, John E. Sjostrom Company. 

Your editorial treatment, as usual, 
was excellent and greatly appreciated. 
As promised, you forwarded us a tear 
sheet of this article. In addition, how-
ever, we wonder if you would be kind 
enough to send us six copies of the 
September issue of The Charette for 
our files and records and for our client. 

Sven 0 . Swanson 
c/o Harris D. McKinney Advertising 
12 S. 12th St. 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

* * * 

EDITOR: 
We wish to compliment you on your 

article about the Sara Jenoff Inc. proj-
ect. May we have five extra copies of 
the September issue featuring this? 

Sarah Jenoff 
House of Fashion 
3811 Fifth Ave. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

* * * 

EDITOR: 
Please put me on your mailing list 

to receive The Charette. I have been 
reading and enjoying it for months at 
the office and would like to have my 
own personal copy for my files. 

James E. Stricklin 
c/o Wheeling Corrugating Co. 
924 Hughes Ave. 
Martins Ferry, Ohio 

# * * 

EDITOR: 
Will you please change my address on 

your records to my new home address 
at 928 North Meadowcroft Avenue, 
Pittsburgh 28, Pa. 

Robert Buchter 
1595 Bevan Rd. 
Pittsburgh 27, Pa. 

{Continued on Page 6) 
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THIS MONTH'S COVER 

Pittsburgh Architect Richard Benn, after 
proving the saleability of architect-
designed homes produced en masse, has 
turned once again to his first love—homes 
for individuals. Reminiscent of homes de-
signed by Frank Lloyd Wright, this house 
in Pittsburgh is attracting large crowds 
of potential clients. Story on Page 8. 
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JBONJUY 
A T T I C V E N T I L A T O R S 

now available in 

A L U M I N U M 
Specify with confidence this well-known, 
reliable Donley Attic Ventilator, now 
fabricated in Aluminum that frees them 
from rust danger and eventual painting 
need. . . . In production now on four 
sizes, 8 by 11 inches, 8 by 16 inches, 
12 by 14 inches and 12 by 19 inches, 
rectangular. Other sizes and styles will 
follow. . . . Supply of metal for all pros-
pective needs assists prompt delivery. 

The Donley 
Brothers Co. 

13975 MILES AVE. CLEVELAND 5, OHIO 

IMFUSTÜMJ\ 

c o i o f c f u l 

S H * « » » * 0 0 1 

Cal l 
I I U B B A R D 

1 * 3 2 0 0 

Decide today to end cracked window 
paries and skylights. Save up to 6 0 % 
over ordinary skylighting with modem 
Alsynite. Comes in standard window 
pane sizes, nests with standard metal 
sheets and asbestos. Also for decora-
tive backgrounds or office partitions, 
awnings, e tc 

IP 12 

S.20TH AMP WHARTON I T S . , P I T T S B U R G H 3 , FA. 

LETTERS (Continued) 
E D I T O R : 

Since my entrance into the Marine 
Corps, my copy of Charette 'has been 
forwarded on to me via my family. 
Needless to say, its arrival at my duty 
station has furnished me with some 
very enjoyable reading moments. I 
would not want to miss a single copy 
of Charette. , , , Nicholas Sivetz 
Town and Country Apartments 
822 Ohio River Blvd. 
Sewickley, Pa. 

* * * 

E D I T O R : 

Thank you for the tear sheet you 
sent us containing news of our Full 
Vision Window in your Products Parade 
column. May we have a copy of the 
entire October issue? 

M. L. Cornell 
Cornell Iron Works, Inc. 
Long Island City 6, N. Y. 

* * * 

E D I T O R : 

Last August I wrote you requesting 
The Charette as I had become ac-
quained with it while working in the 
offices of the Thayer Company of New 
Castle, Pa. As yet, I have not received 
a copy. 

In that I am a Pittsburgh district 
man (New Castle, Pa.) and a senior 
architectural student here at Princeton, 
I should very much like to receive your 
magazine so as to keep up with archi-
tecture in Pennsylvania. Charette has 
been highly recommended by two of my 
professors who at one time or another 
have been associated with Carnegie 
Tech. Hoping to receive a copy of 
Charette very soon. 

Vincent P. Lamorella 
101 Little Hall 
Princeton University 
Princeton N. J. 

E D I T O R : 

We are enclosing herewith a talk 
which Mr. David M. Walker, Secretary 
of Labor and Industry, gave to the 
Seventh Annual Meeting at Bethlehem 
on October 4. We felt that the talk 
was worthy of publication and, there-
fore, asked Mr. Walker to edit his talk 
with a view of forwarding it to you 
for publication in Charette. 

If, for any reason, you find it unde-
sirable to print, I would appreciate it 
if you would return the copy to me. I 
feel, however, that its worth to a larger 
reading public would be most valuable, 

| and I am hoping vou will see vour way 
I clear t pur l it in the neir future in 
j Chan fit:. 
| Charles S. Conrad, Jr. 
I Pennsylvania Society of Architects 

S CHARETTE—December, li*f>2 



^Inf 
j As Christmas approaches and the 
,emptation to buy geegaws and fool-

jish ornaments for relatives and friends 
1 (whose glove and sock sizes you no 
longer remember) becomes overpower-
ing—it is well to remember William 
Morris' dictum: 

"Possess nothing that you do not 
know to be useful or believe to be 
beautiful." 

We have often thought, too, that this 
advice applied to design might very 
well serve as the perfect architectural 
creed. 

Non! Oui! 
When architecture makes interna-

tional newTs, we feel it our duty to pass 
the word along. CBS Commentator 
David Schoenbraun reports that the 
French populace is up in arms over Le 
Corbusier's new 17-floor, glass-on-stilts 
apartment building (equipped with in-
terior swimming pool and park) recent-
ly occupied in Marseilles. 

An organization known as The So-
ciety for General Esthetics is leading 
the active opposition, claiming that the 
building is (a) a "wart on the land,7' 
(b) a fire trap and (c) was constructed 
without a building permit. 

The fracas has temporarily displaced 
NATO, Saarism, and the Upsurge of 
German Nationalism as an editorial 
and cafe topic. Hands and tongues are 
flying furiously. 

What faction will emerge victorious 
we have no way of determining but for 
those, like ourselves, who oppose tear-
ing down the building so soon, there 
may be some consolation in the fact 
that the same criticism was levelled at 
the Eiffel Tower many years ago and 
it's still standing. 

Junk 
We were interested in a recent fea-

ture in a national magazine, Jf5 Thing.s" 
to Make from What the Builder Leaves. 
"Pick up those scraps of flooring," the 
article began, "that length of two-by-
four, those shingles and bits of molding 
and wire lath . . And it ended with 
complete working drawings for such 
handy accessories to good living as a 
magazine stand, luggage rack, an out-
door sign, a sand box and a fruit bas-
ket. 

These items represent the kind of re-
finement that most new home owners 
are seldom able to achieve during the 
first few years of down payment de-
pletion, mortgage and furniture com-
mitments. Magazine subscriptions gen-
erally elapse, guests are discouraged, 
an outdoor sign is too inviting both to 
salesmen and creditors, a sand box is 

P L A N S 
& 

P A N S 
by 

Tally McKee 

not recommended immediately by Plan-
ned Parenthood, and a steady diet of 
fruit and nuts precludes their reposing 
for long in any basket. 

About the only truly useful items in 
the list were a boot scraper (for the 
ungraded lawn), a bucket and mop 
rack (for some additional things the 
builder left behind), a chopping block 
(to crack the nuts on), and a news-
paper bundler (for the hasty market-
ing of old papers for ready cash). 

Like so many "How To" articles, this 
one left us with the impression that the 
editor said one day, "What's to feature 
this month?" And a resourceful staff 
writer came up with the bright idea of 
building a house so some scraps could 
be left. 

Presto 
It is just as well that the Star of 

Bethlehem is shining benignly, immut-
ably in the manmade firmament at Buhl 

HAPPY XMAS! 
MERRY \EW YEAR!! 

Planetarium this month. The tradi-
tional Christmas show follows last 
month's rather disturbing attraction 
built around Galileo's home town of 
Pisa. 

In the realistic Pisa skyline projected 
around the dome, the famed Leaning 
Tower had been moved from its posi-
tion a few feet behind the Cathedral to 
a point on the very opposite side of 
town. 

An insignificant mistake astronomi-
cally, but a very shocking one to archi-
tects familiar with Pisa's unique Bap-
tistry-Cathedrai-Campanile group. May-
be the tower would have obscured Sagit-
tarius or Cassiopeia or Cygnus — and 
compared to the stars, buildings, even 
very old and famous ones, are relative-
ly empheral. But even so . . . 
Note 

It's always flattering when architec-
ture makes the Society Column. It did 
several weeks ago locally when the 
executive board for Harmarville Con-
valescent Home met at Mrs. Maynard 
Stembel's home. 

"The Stembel's home," went the so-
cial chitchat, "is ultra modern, comfort-
able and functional. We ate our lunch 
at a large glass window in the sun-
shine, looking out on the patio between 
the living room wing and the bedrooms, 
which Mrs. Stembel plans to make into 
a large fish pond." 
Bargain 

For 15c it is possible to avail oneself 
of the Government's new booklet, "In-
terim Guide for Design of Buildings 
Exposed to Atomic Blast." Intended 
primarily for architects and engineers, 
this publication briefly describes the 
effects of atomic explosions on build-
ings, suggests methods of increasing 
the strength of new buildings, and 
points out hazaards which should be 
considered in the design of shelter 
areas in buildings. Order from Super-
intendent of Documents by Catalog No. 
FC-D 1.6/3:5-3. 
Drama 

Architects out in Dallas, Texas, re-
cently wangled enough sustaining time 
on their local TV station to stage a 
13-week program demonstrating visibly 
what the architect does, how he earns 
his fee, how he saves money for the 
client. A house was actually built right 
before the camera's eye, and running 
developments such as architect-client 
discussions, architect-builder pow-wows, 
arehitect-manuracturer haggling were 
included at each stage in the building. 

The Dallas Chapter, A. I. A., will 
furnish the script for any other chap-
ters who would care to make this pub 
lie relations move» 
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Photos by Rosslyn Photography Studios 

MODULAR FLAMING -+- IMAGINATION 
Richard B. Benn, Architect 

by A N N E J E A N U N G A R Anthony R. Nese, General Contractor 

date have moved at an amazingly 
healthy pace in a decidedly buyer 
market. 

Now, with the proven saleability of 
the Cottageaire to his credit, Architect 
Benn has switched back to what he has 
been doing for most of his 25 years in 
practice, designing expensive, "to-
order" homes, this time for a small 
(5 to 6 homes a year) builder, Mr. 
Tony Nese. For Builder Nese, who has 
spent a lifetime of building only 
under contract, this represents his first 
venture into the speculative building 
field. 

The first of six homes to be designed 
and built during the coming year on 
the 4-acre development has just been 
completed and, equipped with the 
added sales tool of an architecturally 
furnished interior, is receiving a most 
enthusiastic welcome from visiting 
crowds. Notched into a hilly !--acre lot, 
the house overlooks the green rolling 
acres of the Churchill Country Club, 
giving prospective buyers reasonable 
assurances that, barring the financial 
failuiv of the club, the area fronting 
their site will not he built up in the 
near future. 

iC<>hriir>it.il iw l*utjr 101 

Two years ago Pittsburgh Architect Pittsburgh's prosperous four-man build-
Richard Benn designed his first home ing team, The Sampson Brothers. Chief-
for volume merchandising. Labelled ly distinguished by the excellent plan-
The Cottageaire and advertised under ning put into its 750 square feet of 
the rather ambitious description of a iioor space for the modest price tag of 
"ranch-type house," it made its debut just under 310,009, it was an unquali-
on the Churchill Valley development of fied success and sales of all 300 built to 

Country Club Golf Course, th« house is a 
% • 'igemerf to *he ccnport.. The entire structure 

with two small arect of stone. 

S CHARETTE^l number, U»:>2 



(Above), huge fixed glass areas on the living 
room south wall and around the main entrance 
add visual length, width and height to the 
interior. Furnishings, carefully integrated with 
the design, were purchased from The Room Inc. 

(Above right), the kitchen, separated from the 
dining room by shelving and built-in storage 
space, combines the warmth of panelled walls 
and exposed beams with the efficiency of a 
formidable array of enamelled appliances. 
From most angles of the living and dining 
arects, these appliances are hidden behind the 
built-in units of red oak. 
(Right), the living room, on the first level and 
the dining room and kitchen on the second, 
is really one almost uninterrupted space. 
Heightening the effect of spaciousness is the 
ceiling following the natural roof line. Liberal 
use of natural materials, redwood on the 
walls in social areas and passages, walnut-
stained beams and oak in the shelving and 
railing give colorful warmth to the interior. 

(Below), giving structural unit to the interior 
plan is the use of a 4' module for construction, 
the 4' dimension being dictated by the width 
of the cemestos panels on the ceiling. Since 
interior walls are non-load bearing, there is 
some deviation from the module in the place-
ment of the wall fronting part of kitchen and 
bathrooms. 

CARPORT 
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Essentially a simple rectangular en-
closure with no jigs or jogs to break 
up the clean straightforward lines, no 
busy hodge-podge arrangement of fac-
ing materials to cut up the facade, the 
entire exterior is sheated in vertical 
redwood boards and batten. As tex-
tural and color contrast, Architect Benn 
has introduced two small areas of 
stone, one a continuation of the living 
room fireplace and the other, the ex-
tension, finished in stone, of the re-
taining wall. The placement of the red-
wood carport close to and in line with 
the house proper, joined to it by a 
trellis arrangement, and the generous 
4' roof overhang all around the struc-
ture, skilfully but unobtrusively add 
visual length and breadth to the not 
too generous proportions. 

The interior, chiefly due to the archi-
tect's sensitive and adept three-dimen-
sional handling of space, is full of ex-
citing surprises and provides a fasci-
nating interplay of planes, forms and 
volumes. Realizing that square foot-
age is only half the space potential, 
the architect has developed his de-
sign upward with the same skill em-
ployed in his horizontal planning. Over-
head, airy volume mounts to the roof 
ridge, 13' above the living room where 
the sloping ceiling, following the nat-
ural roof line, seems to float over the 

exposed beams, over the narrow ribbon 
windows placed above the continuous 
plate and out to the distant tree tops 
and sky beyond. A deliberate contrast 
to the bold, dynamic spaces of living, 
dining and kitchen areas is the narrow, 
high passage, whose walls are panelled 
in redwood to the 7'8" plate line estab-
lished throughout and beyond that to 
the ceiling in plywood. 

Horizontally, the open plan of the 
social area, where space flows freely to, 
from and around the living room on the 
first level, and the dining room and 
kitchen on the second, combined with 
the high sloping ceilings, give the 
whole interior a quality of expanding * 
in every direction, heightened further 
by the liberal use of huge glassed 
areas. From almost any angle of the 
living room, dining room or kitchen, 
the eye can travel in three directions 
to far-away vistas—through the almost 
completely glass southern wall of the 
living room, through the french doors 
leading from the dining room to the 
paved area outside and through the 
large fixed glass panels surrounding 
the main entrance, over the top of the 
car port roof. 

Giving a sense of discipline and co-
herence to the architect's unfettered 
handling of space is the precision of a 
4' modular structural system. The 2'x8' 

5*en<? € replete- e x p o s e d b<tk chimney, pointed white, acts at screen b ® t w « w living area 
ond entrance yet dees no* obstruct view through glassed areas on the west wall. Dining room, 
I w e J e d \vt r c -dwcod , ktss : s r g e French doors leading out to paved dining area. 

exposed roof rafters running from the 
underside of the roof overhang to the 
central load-bearing plywood girder 
(24' span) are placed 4' part—this 
dimension was dictated by the 4' width 
of the cemestos panels used on the 
ceiling—as are the posts in the living 
room window and the uprights in the 
railing separating the living and din-
ing areas and in the kitchen shelving. 
All horizontal measurements of the liv-
ing room, dining room and bedrooms 
are multiples of 4, although, since the 
interior walls are non-load-bearing, 
there is some departure from the 4' 
module in the kitchen and bathroom 
dimensions, due to the placement of 
the wall fronting this area. 

Also contributing to the visual and 
structural unity of the interior plan is 
the architect's lavish use of redwood 
or similarly colored woods throughout. 
All walls in the living room, dining 
room, kitchen (except for the brick 
wall in front of the utility room) and 
in the passages (up to the plate line) 
are panelled in redwood, blending 
tastefully with the beams of fir, 
stained to a dark shade of walnut and 
the reddish oak of the railing, shelv-
ing and built-in units beneath. 

Laid out on two levels, the house 
comprises on the entrance level, a liv-
ing room boasting a stone fireplace 
with exposed painted brick chimney, 
and on the second level, four 8" risers 
up, a 12' x 12' dining room, a sizeable 
14' x 9' kitchen, a utility room hous-
ing the hot water tank and radiant 
heating equipment, a powder room and 
adjoining bathroom and three bedrooms. 

Particularly noteworthy is Architect 
Benn's skill in reconciling in the kitchen 
design the two opposing qualities of 
efficiency and "homey" comfort. Off-
setting the gleaming, utilitarian array 
of freezer, stove, washer, dryer, sink 
and cabinets is the warmth of natural 
woods—redwood in the panelling on the 
back wall, darkened fir in the beams 
and oak in the shelving and storage 
cupboards beneath. Very "unkitcheny" 
is the choice of the Finland House 
lighting fixture. 

In spite of the many visual excite-
ments of the interior, the architect has 
not sacrificed functional requirements 
or practical conveniences for studied 
architectural effects. Exemplifying this 
are the bedrooms, two of them with 
cross ventilation — one outsize fixed 
window with operating window below 
and two smaller high ones provide it— 
all of them with generous 12x12 feet 
proportions, high sloping ceilings and 

iContinur*? on Pagi 25) 
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S C U L P T U R E IK A R C H I T E C T U R E 
Photo by Edward Quig ley 

by TALLY McKEE 

Architecture and sculpture have a 
long common history. Who is to say 
whether the first cave man, hewing a 
niche for his primordial fire, was 
sculptor or architect? 

In relating form to space, in ex-
ploring the essence of materials, and 
in the coordinating of line, mass and 
balance, architect and sculptor confront 
the same creative challenges. 

(Continued on Next Page) 

» * * 

Suave p o l i s h e d surfaces of natural white pine 
in this spiral stair (above) give play to light 
a n d s h a d o w s , Each step is solid. The iron 
rail, though dissecting the window, is grace-
fu l ly curved. 

The acors of Esherick's studio fright) are of 
ptunned white pine but achieve massive pro-
per*.on through carvcd birds, iron hinges, an 
ebcr7 -etch, 
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A fascinating example of this wed-
ding of the arts is the work of Sculp-
tor Wharton Esherick, a Pennsylvani-
an who is currently sharing a two-
man Associated Artists exhibit at Arts 
and Crafts Center here with Painter 
Itzhak Sankowsky. 

Whether Esherick is designing a 
whole interior (with "built-in environ-
ment" as one of his wealthy but 
esthetically impoverished clients has 
phrased it), a piece of furniture to 
occupy some unusual space (his func-
tional specialty), a fireplace as satis-
fying in its dimensions as a painting, 
or a rough-hewn wood sculpture to 
stand exquisitely integrated in an out-
door garden—Esherick is constantly 
exploring the sculptural potential—of 
material, scale, environment. 

A Philadelphia painter (now living 
in Paoli) who experimented first with 
woodcuts, book illustration, sculpture 
and furniture design before discover-
ing that his basic philosophy of "dec-
orative simplicity emerging from the 
essential idea" could be applied to the 
wider field of interior design, Esher-
ick has carved a particular niche for 
himself as "a sculptor with an ideal." 

Preferring to work in wood ("I am 
aware of its limitations yet challenged 
always by its possibilities"), Esherick 
is currently exhibiting ceramic and 
bronze sculptures as well. Of particu-
lar interest to architects, however, are 
his interior details and furniture 
(shown here) in which he has used 
stone, plaster, brick, wood, copper and 
even rubber as well as wood to create 
what art magazines have called "his 
emotional quality of form in space." 

In his work one can appreciate the 
elemental quality of design common to 
sculpture, furniture, interiors and ar-
chitecture. "The important thing," 
Esherick often says, "is the establish-
men! of a mood congenial with the ex-
isting or created environment." 
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The mantle for this fireplace is of solid chestnut oak. The hearth is 
stone with sheet copper in the foreground. Sculptural quality here is 
beautifully combined with functional simplicity. 

Photo by Gretchen Van Tassel 

Plastered brick fireplace tiered sculpturafly with unusual decorative 
appeal. Esherick's work is divided almost evenly between roughly 
formed or primitive designs and smooth, uncluttered abstract forms 
(see below). The hickory side chair here has a laced leather seat. 

Photos by Edward Quigley 

View from library to music room shows fire-
place,, mantle and door arch of white oak. 
Stone hearth with studded copper front. Music 
room has fireplace of plastered stone, white 
oak walls and ceiling of white pine with full 
length tongued and grooved boards. 



Furniture for a Factory Directors' room. Black walnut table 9 ft. long, 
24 in. at tapered end, 60 in. at wider end. 

Arm chair of black walnut with red leather seat and back for 
Director's Table. 



perspective of rebuilding 

F A C E L I F T I N G F O R R A f f i l i , ( P A . ) 
Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County 

by Anne Jean Ungar 

A new look, with a 4 million dollar 
price tag, is currently being consid-
ered for the 'i()()-acre mill town of 
Rankin, eight miles down the Monon-
gahela from Pittsburgh. With its 
smoke puffing mills, its eroded hill-
sides and glaring furnaces, the town, 
like Topsy, just grew and grew dur-
ing the last 25 years, without plan or 
design. Its narrow streets are con-
gested with snarled traffic, slow 
moving trolleys and on-street park-
ing, its many slopes a re disfigured 
with stunted, once healthy trees, its 
homes huddle in the shadow of its 
factories. 

During this 2" years of growth, 
when each new mill vuis matched by 
more and more sprawling, crowding 

business, civic and residential struc-
tures, Rankin workers have gradually 
been seeking better environments for 
their families in nearby communities 
and have been practicing daily what 
has now become a time-worn saying 
around the town: "'if you work in 
Rankin, you live hi Swiss vale and s h o p 
in Bracldoek." 

Faced with this mass exodus and 
resultant waning community coiTers 
and trade, Borough Couneilmen finally 
put their heads together and decided 
to retain the New York Community 
Housing and Planning Associates to 
mastermind a sweeping, 2^-year rede-
velopment plan for the Rankin area, 
coordinating all physical a.»pects of th< 
district unu relating th^rn !«» s<«*lal 

and economic requirements. This plan, 
presented to the Council a few weeks 
ago, is not intended to be final and 
inflexible but is rather a unified body 
of suggestions based on all inter-re-
la ted elements, to be used as a guide 
for the undertaking of all future im-
provements and programs. 

Generally the plan suggests that 
slum areas be eradicated primarily by 
cooperation with the Redevelopment 
Authority of Allegheny County and by 
private enterprise; tralTic congestion 
a ml parking requirements be met lo-
cally via specific curatives; future uses 
«»f land he regulated by the community 
tiii )ug h zoning and other land de-

(Cwtinttf,! .Y#. f Pa<t< ) 
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RESIDENTIAL 
RESIDENTIAL WITH OTHER USE 
BUSINESS 
INDUSTRIAL & RAILROAD 
PUBLIC 
SEMI - P U B L I C 

t CHURCH 
• CLUB, MEETING HALL 

— MAJOR STREET 
— TROLLEY ROUTE 

SCALE: i or 

velop merit controls and school and rec-
reation be solved through local efforts 
by a long-range program of public 
capital expenditures which would ra-
tion outlay according to planned re-
quirements and priority of need. 

The plan for residential development 
suggests numerous housing types, sep-
arated by a sea of open space: grass, 
trees, shrubbery, play areas for pre-
school children, benches for adults. 
The section closest to mass transit, 
shopping and civic activities is reserved 
for taller 6 to 13-story apartment 
houses, with balconies, community 
space for laundry, games, tenant activ-
ities and oriented for sunlight, air and 
breeze. A second section is set aside 
for garden apartments, also with lib-
eral structural spacing and outdoor 
landscaping. A third area consists of 
row houses, 4 individual duplex apart-
ments to a row, following natural con-
tours and provided with mu qiut* f,<»r:t 
and rear lots for family iir«-. 

The Planning and f:<<u-rhi, A.-.- v.-
ales believe that „-a-ut^y 
neec«sary in ihive bV.̂ .A* «i *b.<: bt*: 
1—South »>f the l>. d: < >. t : ^ ^ t . - ,* : 

Baltimore Avenue, where 37 dilapi-
dated structures are shoe-horned into 
the area between Rankin Bridge and 
Bethlehem Steel's McClintock-Marshall 
Plant. 2—North of Chartiers Avenue 
where 84 per cent of the housing is 
sub-standard (a survey showed that 58 
per cent of all Rankin's dwelling units 
is sub-standard, half of them lacking 
even proper sanitary facilities ), and 
3—West and east of Hawkins Avenue, 
where blighted housing extends for 
depths of about one block perpendicu-
lar to the main business district. To 
help provide accommodations for fam-
ilies displaced when the slum clearance 
begins, the Allegheny County H (»using 
Authority is schedule«i to open a <>0-
unit addition to Hawkins Village Proj-
ect in January of 

Already the County Redevelopment 
Authority is rushing plans for "Pal-
isades Plaza," the unofficial naine for 

i:» \\ -v<.¡>¡»ir'J M ?it*r î > ¡"eplate the 
p: s - \nt i « »¡y r u - ' i •• • v t al^.-tt 
Ik. k.:> : ^ . \ - » ?: j. . The 

,« 'i M . b > - -.» - Vi- -h ip-
_ » » . i: " » , »i , l i i-

! v v : } - ; * !' w *bù a 

îv.'-.i « - .! I ¡' i f » . t f w 

shoppers and project dwellers. The 
plan has been evolved in such a way 
that there can be stage development, 
making it possible to maintain stores 
on the west side of Hawkins while 
new portions are built up in the Fifth-
Hawkins, Fourth-Antisbury rectangle. 

Planning blueprints for the civic re-
development call for a centralized ele-
mentary school-playground area, re-
lated to residences and other struc-
tures, so that pupils may quickly and 
easily reach school and play space 
without having to cross dangerous 
streets. The playground is fashioned 
out of existing school grounds and a 
vacant stction of land north of Fourth 
Street. Because of the proximity of 
the Ranki.i Christian Center, used by 
most community groups and individ-
uals, the school plan allows for a co-
ordinated st* he in e involving school, play 
ami tlie Christian Center activities. The 
open area, closest to the Center may 
be iiM.'d mo-t eminently by the Center, 
the school and the proposed AH-
Nations Citimnunity Center for minor 
.-pints, >uWi as tennis, handball, vol-
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ley ball and other activities which 
can be carried on in relatively small 
areas. On the other hand, the play-
ground can be employed for major 
sports like football and baseball. 

A unique feature of the redevelop-
ment scheme .is the idea of an all-
Nations Community Center, coordinat-
ed architecturally and spatially with 
the school. Planners hope that Ran-
kin's many diverse nationality groups 
will place their club activities under 
a single roof instead of "maintaining 
a myriad of separate scattered club 
houses." As wTell as a common audi-
torium, gymnasium, dance hall, large 
meeting hall, kitchens, dining space, 
bowling alleys and lecture rooms for 
adult courses, separate wings are en-
visioned so that each club would be 
provided with space for private meet-
ings. 

To re-route the heavy traffic pres-
ently knifing through the heart of the 
town, a new express highway along 
the northern fringe of the borough is 
proposed. This road would be an ex-
tension of Miller Avenue, connecting 
with Kenmawr Avenue, the principal 
approach to the Rankin Bridge. 

PROPOSED P L A N I FOR REBUILDING CENTRAL AREA 

P R O P O S E D L A N D U S E 

RESIDENTIAL 

BUSINESS 
COMMERCIAL - LIGHT INDUSTRY 
INDUSTRIAL & RAJLROAD 

PU BL ÎC 
SEM I - PUBLIC 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL A 

PLAYGROUND O 
I MAJOR STREET B B 

«1« Ü4 ' 1* 
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H O W 
TO 
B U I L D A M U D H O U S E 

by Tally McKee 

The Point Four Program contein-
itiates both financial aid and technical 
assisance to underdeveloped area* 
abroad. Under the technical aid ¡>ro-
gram, the Egg ¡¡turns who have lived in 
mud huts since ihe dags of their Pharaoh 
nders are now learning from America 
new know-how methods in mud-hut con-
s'ruction. Associated Press release. 

Encouraged by the recent news item 
above, we retrieved from our files a 
long-buried transcript of an interview 
we had with a mudhouse expert some 
years ago. At the time the meeting 
took place, rammed earth houses 
seemed unlikely competition to Buck-
minster Fuller, Lustron or even old-
timer Frank Lloyd Wright. So the in-
formation was shelved. We present it 
now with our own axiom to fit the situ-
ation: Turn the clock forward enough 
and you will surely turn it backward. 

* # * 

The housing situation being what it 
is, imagine our good fortune running 
into a charming young lady with the 
unladylike name of A. B. Lee who is 
a bug on how to build houses out of 
mud. We got to talking with Miss Lee 
(who never even made a mud pie as a 
little girl) in Washington, D. C., 
last week-end and before we could 
raise our eyebrows to say, "Mud 
h<nt*ts?" >he was off on an enthusiastic 
explanation. 

Seems that some years age, dipping 
into history, Miss Lee discovered that 
such tvsperiable ancients as Hannibal 
and Pliny built bouses of rammed earth 
that lasted anywhere f rom to iMu» 
>• - ^ d. be'_ in a 5y f 

hi < * < < 4 J -r J« t . 1 J e fa? i y 
u n t f< < a-» s >f v i, a ft» 

— . ^ -
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Flooded with questions after the ar-
ticle appeared, Miss Lee has devoted 
her time since to answering letters and 
has now written a book by the same 
title which, "with a plot of ground and 
a dream," as she likes to say, is all 
anybody needs to build an earthen 
home. 

The advantage of rammed earth 
houses are staggering, according to 
Miss Lee. Self-insulated, they are cool 
in summer, warm in winter, sound-
proof, fire resistant, and simply ana-
thema to termites. "Earth houses are 
healthy, too," she says, "reducing colds 
and penumonia and even malaria and 
bubonic plague because rats and mice 
can't bear them!" 

Economy, however, is by far the 
greatest advantage mud houses have 
over other ones. They can be built for 
approximately two-thirds the cost of 
any other type of building of compara-
ble space and design. The use of un-
skilled labor rather than skilled makes 
the ratio of labor costs to the costs of 
materials about 70-30, which is nor-
mally just the reverse in construction 
work. 

Wrhen we asked Miss Lee why con-
tractors don't get on the beam and 
build pise houses, she said, "Because 
contracting has become such a special-
ized business with everybody's getting 
a cut of the profits from materials and 
things in your home that it just isn't 
financially attractive to them. But it is 
certainly attractive to the individual 
builder." 

The cost of mud houses depends 
mostly on how many men relatives or 
friends can be induced to help with the 
job. Aside from labor, a iitle carpentry 
here and there, plumbing and electric 
winntr, a nvid house costs almost noth-
ing, according to Miss Lee. 

And the way to begin is to scoop up 
a handful of dirt and send it to a Mr. 
Thomas Hibben in Vienna, Virginia. 
For ju.-i a self-addresst'd envelope, Mr. 
H'bben. an architect, and like Miss Lee 

a dirt house crusader, will test your 
soil and tell you what to do next. In 
all probability enough material (dirt) 
for the house will come from the space 
you scoop out from the basement. 

The process is unpatented, free to 
all, and Old Mother Earth offers you a 
structure of such a sturdy character 
that it will outlast your Ever sharp pen. 

Armed with a blueprint to show you 
where to put wooden plugs for win-
dows, doors, and things, all you need 
is a recipe which Miss Lee furnishes 
in her book (three parts sand, two parts 
clay, one part coarse aggregate). If 
you could find some soil in a footpath 
which has been trampled several hun-
dred years, that would be perfect. Or, 
if you pick up a dry lump of earth and 
have trouble crushing it between your 
fingers that's the piece to be begin 
with, so get busy. 

After sifting the earth (to remove 
any walnuts, keys, dead humming 
birds, or the like), you just start ram-
ming. Three men, it is estimated, can 
ram two cubic yards of wall in a day. 
You'll need only a simple tool, known 
as a rammer, and odds and ends like 
forms, cleats, bolts, joists, rafters, 
jambs, sills, lintels, stops, bulkheads, 
blocks, pipe flanges, lugs, slabs, plugs, 
and stuff, and you're ready to begin. 

An ominous statistic which we found 
embedded in Miss Lee's book and to 
which we called her attention, con-
cerned a plain adobe house which 
eroded to a depth of 1 -4 inches in 4"» 
minutes when the Bureau of Standards 
exposed it to a driving rain. She passed 
over this lightly and simply suggested 
either a protective coating of s«>m» 
kind for the wails or an overhunir, a 
kind of built in visor. 

"Few things can give v«*u the pleas-
ure that rani's from building your 
house with your own handi%" said ML-s 
Lee, adding «wouratiingly, "ami don't 
let inexperience worry you. Simply fol-
low your blue-print and keep y«»ur 
form« plumb." 
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W H Y H I R E 
AN 

A R C H I T E C T 
Printed from Changing Times, the Kiplinger Magazine 

A lot of people say you waste your 
money. How much truth is there in 
such talk? 

Some crises—marriage, lawsuits or 
fatherhood—you react to almost auto-
matically. Just ring up a clergyman, 
a lawyer or an obstetrician and let 
the particular specialist handle the 
matter. 

But building a house is different. 
Sure, there are specialists handy. The 
nation's architects are trained and or-
dained to preside over the creation of 
houses. And your first impulse may 
be to hire one. 

Yet you hesitate. You know that 
many people build homes without an 
architect's help. So why not you ? 
You ask friends for advice and get 
comments like this: 

"Architect ? What are you, crazy ? 
They'll stick you a couple thousand 
bucks and give you a house full of 
their pet ideas and none of yours. 
All you get is fancy blueprints." 

Or you get this advice: 
"Look, friend, what do most home 

builders do, the boys who make real 
money at the game ? Most of them 
wouldn't let an architect through the 
gate. Why, no architect touches half 
of the houses built today. Just get a 
good builder and leave it to him. He'll 
have a draftsman to take care of the 
details." 

Or perhaps you are told this: 
"Forget architects. You can get 

ready-made plans for most any kind of 
house for as litle as $5.00. Get wise. 
Don't blow your money on an archi-
tect. Buy a stock plan and put the 
difference into a house." 

There's truth in all that curbstone 
advice—but not the whole truth by a 
long shot. And it's mixed with no-
tions about architects that are dead 
wrong. 

For instance, take that bit about 
how architects give you nothing but 
their own ideas. That happens, but not 
often. Xo good architect forces his 

- id>-a- on a client without sound 
• based on his client's needs. 

i ]>• d • t s far mole to earn his fee 
< 3.» : tiJin f j t blueprints, as we'll see 

Likewise, there is some truth — 
about 50 per cent—in that point about 
how professional home builders get 
along without architects. Some do. 
And some of their houses aren't much 
to look at or live in. But the best 
home builders employ good architects. 

It 's true, too, that you can get 
ready-made plans for fa r less than 
you would pay an architect for made-
to-order plans. And some mail order 
plans are very good, the work of 
truly competent architects. 

If that 's so, you may ask, what's 
wrong with using a stock plan ? 
Wouldn't it be smart? 

Architects themselves will tell you 
there is nothing wrong with using a 
stock plan—IF. But what a list of 
ifs! 

Here they are: 
A stock plan may be a good buy—• 
If you can tell a good one from a 

mediocrity, good specifications f rom 
poor. 

If you select one that really fits 
your family's individual needs. 

If the house can be built economical-
ly on your lot without substantial 
changes. 

11 the house can be built for what 
vou have to spend. 

II" the house conforms to local build-
ing codes and zoning regulations. 

II it permits you to use the best and 
cheapest materials and equipment now 
available. 

If you can get a big enough mort-
gage loan without paying premium 
rates. 

If the house will stay up-to-dat 
long enough to protect the value o 
your investment. 

If you can get builders to bid on t h 
job yourself. 

If you can select a responsible, com 
petent builder from those who bid. 

If you are willing to take on th 
responsibility of entering into a build 
ing contract and seeing it through o 
your own hook. 

Those ifs make you gulp ? The; 
should, for there is many a booby tra-
in building a house from stock plans 
Every blunder can be costly. If yo 
shy from these risks, better thin 
about hiring an architect to steer yoi 

How to Pick an Architect 
Picking an architect is like select 

ing any professional man. Start b 
finding out which architects in you 
town specialize in houses. Y'ou can d 
that by spotting outstanding house 
and asking who designed them. As' 
the owners how they liked workin; 
with their architects. If an owne 
isn't living in a house, ask the occu 
pants whether they find it efficiem 
comfortable, convenient. 

Talk to the contractors who buil 
the houses, too. They'll know whethe 
the architects were down-to-earth, rea 
sonable, realistic practitioners of th 
profession. 

Then visit the architects who inter 
est you. Ask what services they oflfei 
Ask about their qualifications and ex 
porlence. Find out if they can tak 
on ne\v work, when they could s t an 
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Who's 'Tfaevi Christmas 

Gift Problem? 
Like to give something different—something that will 
be enjoyed year 'round—a useful gift, yet distinctive? 

Then Visit 
Elliott's 

• For the Sports Fan 
4 - P o w e r Field Glass — H i g h 
q u a l i t y A c h r o m a t i c 40 M M 
l e n s e s . D u r a b l e , e a s y - t o - g r i p 
. . . p e r f e c t f o r s p o r t s a n d 
t r a v e l . 

$26.40 T a x I n c l u d e d 
B i n o c u l a r s — T h e finest in b o t h 
A m e r i c a n a n d F o r e i g n s t y l e s . 
F r o m $42 t o $210, inc lud ing-
c a s e a n d s t r a p s . 

• For the 'Weather Prophet' 
T h e A r g y l e 

C o m b i n a t i o n D e s k 1'nlt 

T h e ^ m a r t , m o d e r n " h o m e w e a t h e r 
b u r e a u " . P r e d i c t s w e a t li e r 
c h a n g e s , s h o w s i n d o o r t e m p e r a -
t u r e a n d h u m i d i t y , $13..>0. 

• F o r the'Lady of the House ' 

T h e Coronet 
P e r i o d B a r o m e t e r 

Authentically styled, b e a u t i -
f u l l y finished, .solid m a h o g a n y 
eas»-. S h o w s t f i n p ^ r a t u r v , h u -
m i d i t y , w e a t h e r t r e n d s . I l o th 
.lark and b l o n d finish $25.00. 

I n d o o r - O u t d o o r T h e r m o m e t e r 
'juick and « jasy t»» i n s t a l l . 
S h o n \ s hi't}« in s id*1 a n d outbid*1 

teinj»*-ratur*'î«. I ' n i t nsmmO-d 
ins ide , eaj . iUory b u l b i .utsid»' . 
T u ' * *."> a n d #7.51b 

B. K. ELLIOTT CO. 
OPTICI I ...YS 

126 SIXTH ST. • PITTSBURGH 22 FA • GRant 1-3660 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF HOME BUILDERS 
ANNOUNCES ANNUAL 
CONVENTION-EXPOSITION 

A dramatic demonstration of housing 
progress at work is in store for the 
nation's home builders, judging from 
the ingredients that will make up the 
annual convention and exposition of the 
National Association of Home Builders 
to be held in Chicago, January 18-22. 

With emphasis on the latest technical 
developments in home building, a corps 
of business, industrial and housing re-
search experts will cover in detail vir-
tually every subject of current interest 
to builders. Concurrently, leading man-
ufacturers will treat the industry-wide 

gathering to the largest display of 
building materials and home equipment 
ever presented. 

Products ranging from the forms for 
the foundation to the raincap on the 
chimney—and everything else in be-
tween—will be unveiled at the Exposi-
tion opening Sunday, January 18, in the 
Conrad Hilton Hotel. Convention-ex-
position director Paul S. Van Auken 
reports that some 250 major manufac-
turers have taken space in the gigantic 
show which fill 400 exhibit spaces in 
the main exhibition hall, mezzanine, 
third floor and sixth floor of the world's 
largest hotel. 

According to Van Auken, scores of 
exhibitors plan to introduce new and 
improved products at the show. Manu-
facturers will send over 2,000 personnel 
to Chicago to show, explain and demon-
strate their products to the builders. 
Several thousand building material 
dealers will also visit the displays to 
get firsthand information from sup-
pliers and firm up their 1)1 lies pr > 
grams. 

Highlighting the technical side of 
the convention program will be a major 
presentation on residential air condi-
tioning staged by the Air Conditioning 
and Refrigerating Machinery Associa-
tion. In further response to the tre-
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mendous interest in this new field, a 
special air conditioning clinic is also 
scheduled so builders themselves can 
discuss the subject in detail. In addi-
tion, there will be 12 displays of air 
conditioning equipment in the Exposi-
tion. 

Among the many down - to - earth 
events designed to help builders go 
back home and do a better job will be 
a series of "'how to do it" presentations 
developed through NAHB's famous 
Operation Trade Secrets Program. Con-
vention chairman Joseph Haverstick 
has announced these subjects are to be 
included: How to build trusses, how 
lumber is graded and how to use a 
moisture meter, how to use lumber, 
how to get good masonry, how to ap-
ply and tape dry wall construction, 
how to apply insulating board sheating, 
and how to get good concrete. At an-
other session builders will see a scale 
model house in wdiich the various trade 
secrets ideas have been incorporated. 
A panel of outstanding builders will 
discuss the numerous cost and quality 
features involved. 

Feature presentations on the most 

1 
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efficient use of gas and electricity in 
today's homes will be made on Janu-
ary 20 and 21, respectively. Each will 
be staged three times to accommodate 
the large number of delegates expected 
to attend. 

Outstanding builders, government 
leaders and economic authorities will 
participate in a panel discussion of the 
principal problems to be faced by the 
industry in 1953. Other panel discus-
sions will be devoted to improved house 
design, land planning, merchandising, 
public relations, public housing and 
urban rehabilitation. 

The ever popular "shop talk" ses-
sions and clinics will cover a wide 
range of business and technical topics 
including: tax savings and tax plan-
ning for both large and small builders, 
paint problems and answers, coopera-
tive housing, slum clearance, selling 
cooperative housing, remodelling, pro-
cessing applications for financing, 
FHA-VA questions and answers, and 
defense housing. One of a host of fea-
tured convention speakers will be 
Nathaniel Ownings of Skidmore, Own-
ings and Merrill. 

ROOF T R U S S E S CARTWRIGHT & MORRISON, INC 
b y PHONE 48 

HOLCOMB, NEW YORK 

Complete frame far Picnic 
Shelter 30s x 66'. Located 
In Seneca Park, Rochester, 
N. Y. Furnished and erected 
by Cortwright & Morrison, 
Inc., of Holcomb, New York. 
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WHEN YOU BUILD - demand 
GATE CITY Awning Windows. 

AFTER YOU BUILD - you'll 
enjoy freedom from window 
worries, forever. 

Gate City 
• Preservative-Treated WOOD 

I AWNING WINDOWS 
^ are precision made and chemically treated 

for resistance to rot, fungi and termites 
• . . for long lasting durability. 
• Phone or write today for Free Estimate 

Building Specialties Company 
951 Century Building Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 

ATlantic 1-1890 

P L A N N E D L I G H T I N G 
and A D E Q U A T E W I R I N G 

are important 

to people who live, 

work and transact 

business In the 

buildings you design. 

For complete details call Grant 1-4300 - line 209. 

DUQUESNE LIGHT COMPANY 
435 Sixth Avenue, Pittsburgh 19, Penna. 

WHY HIKE AN ARCHITECT 
( ContinuedJ 

about how long it would take to finish 
plans and specifications. 

Don't be skittish about fees, either. 
Ask about them early, because there 
are no set charges for architectural 
work. Local chapters of the American 
Institute of Architects, the profes-
sion's national society, have recom-
mended fee schedules, but each archi-

1 tect sets his own. Most often they 
¡are a percentage of the cost of the 
house to be built. Fees may range 
from 8 per cent to 15 per cent, de-
pending on the architect, locality and 
job. 

Since you'll spend many hours with 
your architect, look for one you can 
get along with. But don't expect him 
to whip out preliminary drawings for 
nothing. Such drawings are apt to 
be just pretty pictures to lure you 
into signing up, anyhow. And most 
architects won't provide any drawings 
until they have been retained for the 
project. 

Once you find the right architect, 
the work begins. You present your 
ideas, explain just what you want, how 
much you can spend. If you need to, 
you can bind him by contract to plan 
a house that can be built for a certain 
amount. Then, courts have held, you 
won't owe a penny if it turns out 
that the house can't be built for that 
sum. 

He will analyze and comment on 
your ideas, point out problems, and 
show how you can get what you want 
for less, or get more for just as much. 
Together you work out the general 
idea of the house, step by step. When 
the conception is agreed upon, he will 
set to work on preliminary sketches, 
outlining specifications and making 
a rough estimate of the cost. 

Next come working drawings, show-
ing all dimensions and details. Com-
plete specifications are made out, too. 
These will go to builders, with an in-
vitation to bid on the job. 

There's a lot of paper work at this 
point. You need forms for bids, per-
fcim nee bonds, contracts and such 
documents. Most of them have legal 
force. \ our architect can't give legal 
advice—he's no lawyer—but he does 
h t\t standard forms available that 
may save you a lawyer's fee. 

When t h e b i d s come in f r o m b u i l d -
e r s , he ' l l a n a l y z e t h e m a n d r e c o m m e n d 
t h e ' b t u J d e r w h o s h o u l d g e t t h e con-
t r a e t . Since a n a r c h i t e c t k n o w s t h e 
w o r k a n d r e p u t a t i o n . * of lora! b u i l d e r ^ 
he ' l l k n o w w h i c h c a n b e c o u n t e d *»n t o 
d o a g o o d j o b . H o m a y r i v o r m n ^ n d 

' a w a r d i n g t h e w o r k t o a m a n w h o 
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wasn't the lowest bidder to protect 
you against a shoddy building job. 

The architect's work is not done 
when the building begins. He may con-
tinue to make large-scale drawings for 
the builder's guidance. Often he'll be 
right out on the building site, super-
vising construction, inspecting materi-
als, giving on-the-spot directions, 
watching out for defects or deficien-
cies. 

He also acts as a sort of paymaster. 
As various construction stages are 
completed, the builder submits re-
quests for partial payments according 
to a schedule set up in his contract. 
Your architect goes over these re-
quests, certifies that the work has been 
performed satisfactorily as provided 
in the contract, and authorizes pay-
ments. If extras crop up, he will 
check the estimates for them. 

And on that happy day when the 
builder announces that the house is 
done, your architect will make a final 
inspection, note any last-minute details 
to be taken care of, and certify to 
the satisfactory completion of the 
work. 

All of this takes months, of course. 
As the months pass, you will be im-
pressed by the variety of things your 
architect does for you. He's counselor, 
artist, consultant, planner, business 
manager, co-ordinator and expediter, 
all rolled into one. 

Why You Come Out Ahead 
And when everything is added up, 

what do you gain by hiring an archi-
tect? You can figure you're ahead on 
two counts: 

First, the architect helps you make 
the most of the house you build. In-
dividual planning, for your family 
alone, gives you a house designed from 
top to bottom for your own interests, 
activities and needs. Because he has 
upkeep costs in mind, you get a house 
that will be cheap and easy to main-
tain. The architect's designing skill 
helps arrange the house so that the 
space, which is expensive, is not wasted 
and often does double duty. Careful 
advance planning spares you the cost 
and trouble of expensive afterthoughts. 

The second big gain is that you get 
the most for your building dollar. 
Your architect's plans help you get a 
good loan. His plans and specifica-
tions make it possible to take com-
petitive bids. By adapting the house 
to the lot, you save on excavatingf 
and foundations. Because he is fa-
miliar with the vast array of materials 
and equipment on the market, you get 
the best you can afford. And because 
architect-designed houses ordinarily 

iCimlwMed on Page 24) 

i An Automatic Gas Water Heater 

I 
ì 

Comes First in a 
MODERN HOME LAUNDRY! 

Instant hot water at all times is a must for modern living. To meet 
laundry and household needs adequately, specify a water heater 
that is sized to serve the demands of each house. 

Automatic Gas Water Heaters are factory-built to give a generous 
hot water supply for every family . . . every style of home. 

With the right water heater and an Automatic Gas Clothes Dryer, 
you can design a laundry that home-owners want to buy! 

Your Natural Gas Company representative will be glad to give 
you information on correct sizing and installation of gas water heaters. 

NATURAL GAS COMPANIES 
SERVING THE GREATER PITTSBURGH AREA 
Equitable Gas Co. • The Manufacturers Light and Heat Co. • The Peoples Natural Gas Co. 

Ï > 

! 
V B > 

a 
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DUQUESNE SLAG PRODUCTS COMPANY 
809 BINGHAM STREET PITTSBURGH 3, PA. 

Phone: HUbbard 1-3600 
• 

Air Cooled Blast Furnace Slag; 

For Better 

Roofing, 

Macadam, Concrete, 

Bituminous Premixes and 

Treatments 

Sand and Gravel 
• 

RIVER, RAIL A N D TRUCK DELIVERY 

• 

Member Pennsylvania Slag Association 
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. HIP and VALLEY 

SF* FLASHING 

i w M T H R U W A U 

IF FLASHING 

ROOF DRAINAGE 
PRODUCTS 

For Building 

HÜSSEY 

jggi Wrnmìkm»© Sfocici MI: 
i J r a v O » PITTSBURGH 2f5< Stari Art. 

CLEVELAND. . , . 5311 Si CI* A»f. 
NEW YORK. 1(1 Six& Avt. 

(D CHICAGO 3HI H. Ektm Art. 
O U R 5T. LOUIS. .. .. 1» Ma* «fi 

104th YEA.R PHILADELPHiA 1S32 F»r»««i Art. 
1848-1952 CINCINNATI 424 CmmmàM S * 

WHY HIRE AN ARCHITECT 
( Continued) 

have a better resale value than scrap-
book houses, you feel good about the 
security of your investment. 

There you have a picture of what a 
good architect can do for you when 
you retain him for his full service. But 
does it follow that an architect is al-
ways a must when you are in the 
market for a house? 

Well, suppose you were buying a 
suit of clothes. You could have a tai-
lor make you a fine custom outfit, 
carefully fashioned for you alone with 
every detail to your liking. Custom 
tailoring, however, has its price. Your 
budget might dictate a ready-to-wear 
suit instead. By careful shopping, you 
could get a durable, presentable suit 
for less money. 

It's almost the same with houses— 
except that you do invest a lot more 
in a house than you do in a suit. An 
individually designed and built house 
has many advantages. But the econ-
omies of multiple production are not 
among them. If you can't pay the 
price of custom planning and build-
ing, look for a good architect-designed 
builder's house instead. 

But let your decision turn on wheth-
er or not you can afford to build for 
yourself, not on whether you think you 
can afford an architect's fee. If you 
can afford to build for yourself, you 
can scarcely afford not to have an 
architect's skilled help. His services 
may well save enough to cover his fee 
—and you'll have a far better house, 
too. 

* * * 

To get the most from your architect— 
Hire the right man. Choose an ar-

chitect with experience and a reputa-
tion for doing the kind of work you 
vvant done. Pick one who understands 
you and your problem and is sympa-
thetic. 

Hire him for what you need. Maybe 
all you want is advice on whether to 
buy or build, whether to remodel or 
add. Maybe you need planning but 
not construction supervision. Hire him 
for partial services as needed. 

Hire him early. Every decision af-
fects the job. Have his know-he \ in 
tap before you start making dec M I 

Pot your cards on the table. Be 
candid about what you can spend, what 
you expect, your doubts, worries and 
reservations. 

Take his advice. Don't lay down 
rules. Talk things over. Get all the 
advire you <j;m and give it the weight 
that roles*iona! knowledge deserves. 

D U N B R I K 

that Last Longer 
and Cost Less 

Dunbrik is the super-brick. 
Truer in form than ordinary 
brick. Higher in insulation 
value, lighter in weight Dense 
• . strong . . moisture-resistant 
. . fire-safe. More color variety. 
In addition, Dunbrik-Dunstone 
construction costs less—much 
less. So much less that it puts 
high-grade masonry into the 
price range of frame» 

WRITE OR TELEPHONE 
FOR LITERATURE AND PRICES 

MECHO 
P R O D U C T S C O R P . 

HELEN and ELLA STREETS 
McKEES ROCKS, PA. 

FEderaS 1-0837 
FEd«ra! 1-1035 

C. G. HUSSEY & COMPANY 
Division ef Copper flange Co. 

ROLLI MC MILLS AMO GENIRAI OFFICES 
PITTSBURGH 19, PA. 
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for indoor 
working, 

living, 
meeting 
places 

A . C O U S T I - C E L O T E X 
See this recent example of our work: 
Pittsburgh Athletic Association 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 

ACOUSTICAL CONTRACTORS • • • 

SALES DISTRIBUTORS 

Celotex Acoustical Products 

$ $ THE GEORGE P. LITTLE CO., INC. 

211 Cremo Street, Pittsburgh 12 
Phone: CEdar 8717 

Also Cleveland, Akron, Toledo, Columbus 

ORNAMENTAL 
METAL WORK 

LIGHT 

STRUCTURAL STEEL 

METAL RAILINGS 

FIRE ESCAPES 

STAIRS 

R E I L I N G 
MANUFACTURING COMPANY 

One of Pittsburgh*s Largest Shops 

4 6 2 0 - 3 6 KELLY ST. M O n t r o s * 1 - 7 5 6 7 

PITTSBURGH 6, PA. 

copious storage space. One bedroom 
has an 18' x 3' walk-in closet. Through-
out the house, the problem of providing 
storage, particularly important in a 
basementless house, has been given 
special attention. As well as the bed-
room closets, two other outsize ones 
are included—one to the right of the 
main entrance, concealed behind a fold-
ing door and the other outside the 
bathroom. 

Owner and Builder Nese, originally 
sold by the architect on the liveable 
qualities and saleabiLity of well de-
signed contemporary homes for his de-
velopment, is breathing easier now that 
the first model has been unveiled and 
is drawing good crowds of interested 
visitors and potential buyers Not at all 
dismayed by the mixed reception — 
"Either people like it very much or 
not at all"—Mr. Neese has become so 
attached to the house that he is 
thinking of removing the For Sale 
sign and moving into it himself—sure-
ly the supreme compliment to Archi-
tect Benn's design. 

John B. McCrady Announces 
Formation of New Company 

John B. McCrady, former vice presi-
dent and sales manager of McCrady-
Rodgers Co., has announced the for-
mation of a new building supply firm 
to be known as the John B. McCrady 
Co. 

Officers of the new firm as an-
nounced by John B. McCrady, presi-
dent, include Alfred R. Naser, vice 
president and sales manager, and 
Frank B. Maxfield, secretary-treasurer. 

The new company has acquired a 
river hoist and a transit mixed con-
crete and building supply plant located 
at Verona. This plant was formerly a 
part of the McCrady-Rodgers Co. op-
eration. 

The new company, which will have 
a sales office and display rooms at 
1201 Century Building, has been 
formed as a "condensed version" of the 
McCrady-Rodgers business with the ex-
ception of the older firm's rht-r sand 
and gravel dredging. 

Jack Mulvihill, Russell Sturgeon, 
Fred Gaw, Jr., George Seel and Wil-
liam Shannon, formerly in the Mr-
Crady-Rodgers sales department, are 
all affiliated with the new rompany 
which, according to Mr. McCrady, al-
ready has an aggregate of more than 
200 years' experience in the building 
materials business. 

JOHN B. 

McCRADY 
CO. 

• 

BRICK 
Face and Common 

• 

GLAZED TILE 

HOLLOW TILE 

QUARRY TILE 
• 

P-C GLASS BLOCK 
• 

Cinder Block 
Concrete Block 

Slag, Sand, Gravel 

Transit Mixed Concrete 

Lumber and Millwork 

Building Materials 

Terra Cotta Pipe 
• 

Main Of f i ces 

201 JAMES ST.. VERONA. PA. 

• 

Pittsburgh 

Office and D i s p l a y Room 

1201 CENTURY BUILDING 
EMtr»o» 1 6300 
Oakmont 1600 

MOntroi« 1 8460 
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THE PERFECT . - * 

Christmas-
• FOR ARCHITECTS 

ARTISTS • ENGINEERS • DRAFTSMEN 
SURVEYORS • SIGNMEN • STUDENTS 

Gift" Certificates 
for the discriminating 

6 3 3 Smithf ie ld St., P i t tsburgh 30 , Pa. ATIant ic T - 9 1 2 I 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L 
P H O T O G R A P H Y 

by 

A. CHURCH 

910 Federa l St. 

Pittsburgh 12, Pa. 

FAirfax 1-2700 

GLASS and GLAZING 
PLATE and WINDOW GLASS FOR 

store fronts 

industrial plants 

residences 

apartments 

OLOMB 
fcCLASSCO 

1830-36 FORBES ST. 
J EXPRESS 1-1300 
Ntor Sth Art. High Schoo! 

LONG SERVICE FROM SHORT 
LENGTHS OF FLOORING 

by P. W. Abendroth, Chairman 
Grades Committee, Maple Flooring Mfrs. Assn. 

There is a definite opportunity of 
double economy in flooring with "short 
lengths" of Northern Hard Maple, 
Beech and Birch Flooring—the econ-
omy of price and the economy of dur-
able, lasting service characteristic of 
these thi^ee floorings. 

Floors of all short lengths provide 
the same strength, durability and 
smoothness as a floor laid with the 
standard lengths. There is the same 
resistance to wear under the most try-
ing conditions — in factories, school 
classrooms, gymnasiums and other pub-
lic buildings. 

Short lengths are manufactured iden-
tically the same as the standard 
lengths of Maple, Beech and Birch— 
side and end-matched. The reason for 
the short lengths is that after trim-
ming the flooring in the process of 
manufacture, there remains short end 
pieces which are as perfect as finished 
standard lengths. These short end 
pieces, therefore, are sold under the 
classification of "short lengths" be-
cause they are less than the minimum 
standard length specified by the grade 
rules. 

The first economy comes with the 
price of short lengths, as they cost 
much less than the standard lengths. 

The cost of laying all short lengths 
as compared to that of laying standard 
lengths remain an open question, even 
after a variety of tests have been made 
under conditions as nearly alike as pos-
sible. Head carpenters have pointed out 
in several of these tests that in laying 
short lengths, their men carry along 

three or four courses, whereas with 
tandard lengths, they could only lay 

one at a time, as it was necessary to 
walk the full length of each piece and 
tap it up tight. 

In August, 1952, we checked with 
the present owners of a furniture 
olant, concerning the present conditions 
if the "short length" floors laid 
over 40 years ago. Their general man-
ager wrote us as follows: "Floor loads 
ire much greater today than those 
which were anticipated at the time the 
flooring was originally laid. In most of 
our factory, the original flooring is still 
intact. It has, however, been necessary 
in cast's of extreme load conditions and 
heavy traffic to renew small parts of 
the original flooring." In our opinion, 
this is a good testimonial for both tho 
usi> of short lengths and the species of 
Northern Hard Maple. 

CHAKETTE—I »eermber, 11^2 



PITTSBURGH ARCHITECTURAL CLUB 

REGULAR MEETING NOVEMBER 25, 1952 

Fellow members met at Gateway 
Center and went, third time now, to 
Stauffer's reservation for chitchat, 
hieroglyphics, and dinner; then just a 
stone's throw back to Peoples Natural 
Gas Company's Auditorium for the 
meeting. 

The order of business was reserved 
until later in the evening, and Presi-
dent Wurmb introduced the speaker, 
William Damerest, Jr., Secretary of 
Modular Coordination for the Ameri-
can Institute of Architects. 

Summarizing Mr. Damerest's ad-
dress, the idea of Modular Coordina-
tion is to provide the building trade 
with interchangeable products which 
may be assembled similar to the vari-
ous parts of au automobile on an as-
sembly line. The greatest advancement 
made has been in masonry units, with 
window sizes a close second. 

In 1925, with this approach in mind, 
Fred Heath, Jr., introduced the co-
ordination of masonry units. The A. I. 
A. started Project "A-6255 in 1939, 
under governmental supervision, to co-
ordinate all materials in the building 
trade. In 1945 a report on the success 
of this project was published, and in 
1950 the A. I. A. established an Office 
of Modular Coordination. 

Various articles have been published 
on Modular Coordination in "The 
American Builder"; "Time-Savers"; 
"Architectural Graphic Standards"; The 
A. 1. A. Bulletin, "Grid Lines"; and the 
F. H. A. booklet, "Handbook of Modu-
lar Design." 

Mr. Damerest illustrated his talk 
with a unique plate-projector whereby 
he showed manifold examples, one on 
top of another, in order that a com-
pleted detail could be understood when 
viewed over the basic grid-layout. The 
future will prove the possibility of co • 
operation for modular coordination. 

The business meeting began with the 
reading and approval, of minutes of 
the October meeting, and acceptance 
of the treasurer's report. 

The club voted to dispose of prop-
erties now in storage, and a committee 
consisting of Stanley Pydrowski, Wes-
ley Haines, Jr., R. A. Eichenlaub and 
Norman Frey, Jr., was selected to 
enumerate, describe and appraise this 
property and determine items to be 
sold and those to be retained for future 
use by the club. A report shall be sub-
mitted to the membership, with recom-
mendations by the commitee as to the 
procedure for disposing of these items. 

Remember, the children's Christmas 
party will be on Sunday, December 14, 
at 2:30 p. m., at Peoples Natural Gas 
Company Auditorium. The puppet show 
is always good! 

There is no regular meeting of the 
club in December. The next one will be 
on January 27 at Peoples Natural Ga 
Company, who will also sponsor 1 ne 
program that evening. 

As secretary, I extend you a most 
cordial welcome to come and join us. 

James C. Armstrong, Jr . 

SEASON'S GREETINGS 
And Best Wishes for A Prosperous 1953 

TO OUR MANY FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES 

PITTSBURGH ARCHITECTURAL CLUB 

FOUNDATION 
CONSTRUCTION 

• 

CAISSONS SHAFTS 
DRILLED AND 

UNDERREAMED 

PIERS 
• 

SPECIAL 
DRILLING 

PROBLEMS 

Wire or phone for a quotation 
on your next foundation ¡ob— 

ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD 

McKINNEY 
DRILLING COMPANY 

NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS 

Phones: 1195- 1053 • P. O. Box 190 

The Elections 
and 

the Steel Strike 
are past events 

Will this help 
your 

building program? 

NEED ELEVATORS? 

We can assist you 

M A R S H A L L 
E L E V A T O R C O . 

PITTSBURGH 3, PA. 



WOOD OR STEEL 

OVERHEAD 
DOORS 

R A Y N O R 

CARVED 
RAISED PANEL DOOR 

Original or standard carved panel de-
signs for built-in eye appeal. Carvings 
available in various colors and finishes 
to blend with the exterior finish of any 
home. 

B E R R Y 
STEEL GARAGE DOORS 

• Standard 8 x 7 canopy and track types 
• 9 x 7 canopy and track types 
• 16 x 7 track type 
• All models available with glass 

HARRY C. LEEZER CO. 
6124 CENTER AVE. PITTSBURGH 6, PA. 

EMerson 2-2111 

Builders of 
Religious, Commercial, Industrial 

and Institutional Structures 

IRA C. WILCOX, INC. 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS 

BUILDERS 

6415 HAMILTON AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH 6, PENNA. 

HI land 1-2441 

YOUR BEST BET 

is an 

A D 

in 

CHARETTE 

PRODUCTS PARADE 
The S. & W. Moulding Company, 

Columbus, Ohio, has designed three 
new cove base pieces to add to its 
Miraplas wall tile line. The cove is 
in popular tile and a half length, with 
matching inside and outside corners. 
The addition of these accessories now 
makes it possible for the homeowner 
to have a complete one-color tile in-
stallation—or a multi-color job with 
a choice of 26 trim colors. Miraplas 
offers scores of decorative designs to 
match the taste and imagination of 
each customer. The complete line in-
cludes field tile, bull nose cap, feature 
strip and now the new cove base and 
corners, in 26 plain or marbleized col-
ors. Free full-color literature is avail-
able by writing the S. & W. Moulding 
Company, 990 Parsons Avenue, Co-
lumbus 6, Ohio. 

Thermo-Sash, a fully insulated 
aluminum window frame, has been an-
nounced by Kesko Products, Inc., of 
Bristol, Indiana. After three years of 
field testing in northern climates, the 
manufacturer has proved that this in-
sulated construction eliminates con-
densation and frost on the interior 
metal surfaces at room temperatures 
and humidity even when outside tem-
peratures drop to 20° below zero. A 
special rigid structural insulating ma-
terial has been used to enable them to 
reduce the heat loss through the win-
dow frame to that usually associated 
with Thermopane Insulating Glass. The 
structural strength of the frame en-
ables Thermo-Sash to meet all of the 
setting specifications required by 
Libbey-Owens-Ford, manufacturer of 
Thermopane. Contact Kesko Products, 
Inc., for information and the new 
Thermo-Sash catalogue which includes 
architectural details and setting dimen-
sions. 

All types of insulation materials are 
applied quickly and permanently to 
pipes, ducts, tanks and flat walls with 
a new metal strapping called Finger 
Strap, developed by A. J. Gerrard & 
Co., 1950 Hawthorne Avenue, Melrose 
Park, Illinois. The new strapping is 

wide in thicknesses from .015 to 
.035. " wide tapered fingers are 
spaced at intervals of 5*2 to 12 inches 
as specified and serve to secure the in-
sulation. It can also be nailed or 
screwed to a wall or other flat surface. 
Once fastened, the steel fingers are 
lifted outward to a 90" angle and the 
insulation impaled on them. A slit 
Finger Strap washer is then slipped 
on the finger tip protruding through 
the insulation and the tip is bent firm-
ly back against the washer, requiring 
just a few seconds to complete the 
operation. 
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PRODUCTS PARADE 
A combination pull incorporating 

two flush pulls and an edge pull for 
use on sliding doors has been added 
to the Adams-Rite line of quality 
builders' hardware. The flush pulls are 
deeply recessed and the edge pull is 
equipped with a spring return. Desig-
nated as No. 100, the new pull is 
easily installed by merely notching the 
door and is adjustable to fit doors from 
lVs" to 1%" in thickness. The escutch-
eons measure 3%" x 21,4". A cutout 
template is packed with each unit. 
Made in solid brass, the No. 100 is 
available in seven standard finishes and 
like all Adams-Rite quality products, 
is hand polished. Complete informa-
tion can be secured by writing Adams-
Rite Mfg. Co., 540 W. Chevy Chase 
Drive, Glendale, California. 

The A. Partrick Co., P. O. Box 28, 
West wood, N. J., has introduced two 
new compasses. 1—The Omicron Beam 
Compass, 72-inch radius capacity, and 
2—Omnicron Model 12, Bow Compass. 
Outstanding features of the Beam 
Compass are: Steel beam on edge as-
sures parallel disposition between cen-
ter pin and scriber. Depressing auto-
matic locking lever moves beam, ensur-
ing positive locking in any dimension. 
No separate parts to put together, 
from u few inches to 144 inches di-
ameter all in one self-contained 
instrument. Price $7.50. The Model 
12 Bow Compass features double 
adjustment. To open, you press the 
trigger, to close, press the Itgs to-
gether. It takes les> than a second to 
change st ttinu*—no threads. ju>t a 
smooth rod. Prc td at $4.5<>. Mail 
• >rder> ucct pied Pi^ta^e paid and full 
^uaarantte \v«'th both »rstiureefttj*. 

The Titan Manufacturing Co., Inc., 
of Buffalo 10, New York, makers of 
well known Titan Portable and Built-
in Wall Heaters, is now marketing for 
$6.95 an entirely new development, a 
plug-in thermostat called Therm-O-
Dial. A completely self-contained ther-
mostat ic unit, the Therm-O-Dial is 
very easy to attach to any electric 
heater , requiring no wiring. Just plug 
the heater cord into the receptacle on 
the Therm-O-Dial, set the dial to the 
required temperature, then plug the 
un i t into an outlet and the room will 
remain a t a constant temperature for 
hours, or overnight, without attention 
or danger . The moment the tempera-
tu re in the room exceeds that at which 
t he dial i s set, the Therm-O-Dial will 
shut the heater off. 

When You Think of 

STAIRS 

Think of 

PITTSBURGH 
FINISH 6- STAIR CO. 
2000 Sedgewiclc St. Pittsburgh 12, Pa. 

FAirfax 1-3761 PEnhurst 1-5119 

Earle A. Reichard, President 

I F. . . 
You Are 
• ARCHITECT 

• ENGINEER 

• DESIGNER 

• DRAFTSMAN 

• BUILDER 

• CONTRACTOR 

and 

You are not receiving 
your own complimen-
tary copy of CHARETTE 

Mail Us This Coupon 

Name „ 

Address . 
No. St. City Zone State 

Occupation 
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Ed. Vero Company PRODUCTS PARADE 
CONCRETE BLOCKS 
BUILDERS SUPPLIES 

Mlllvale 1-1800 

Bridge St. Millvaie, Pa. 

FACE BRICK 
Stiff Mud - Sand Mould 

Hand Made 
Special Shapes 

GLAZED TILE 
STONE 

Split Face Ashler - Flagging 
Rubble 

Representatives 
Bloomington Limestone Corp. 

GLONINGER & COMPANY 
336 THIRD AVENUE 
PITTSBURGH 22, PA. 

COurt 1-0588 Ask for WES HAINES 

THE 
HOWARD P. FOLEY 

COMPANY 
Electrical Construction 

Industrial and Commercial 

Power and Lighting 

228 f*ab*!la St. Prttsbtrrgh 12, Pa. 

Allegheny 1-2850 

W. N. DÀMBACH, INC. 
Engineers Fabricators 

Reinforcing Bars - Wire Mesh 

Distributors of 
STEELTEX Products 

Manufacturai 
by 

PITTSBURGH STEEL CO. 

500 irushtofi Avenue 
Pittsburgh 21, Pa. 
CHu eh II 1 Ó803 

The Typhoon Air Conditioning Com-
pany, 794 Union Street, Brooklyn 15, 
N»ew York, has begun production of a 
new residential air conditioning unit 
for year-round use which they claim to 
be the most completely automatic unit 
of its type in the field. 

The new model, known as the Ty-
phoon S-W Unit, incorporates the lat-
est engineering and design features. 
Prominent among these is the fact that 
changing back and forth from cooling 
to heating can be accomplished merely 
by flicking a single switch in the living 
area. The unit does not require damp-
ers, damper controls, or damper motors. 

The Typhoon S-W Unit is designed 
for use in a new home or as a replace-
ment for present warm air furnaces. 
Overall dimensions of the complete unit 
are 50" x 37" x 70" which wall allow in-
stallation in any convenient space in the 
house. The cooling section alone can be 
supplied for connection with existing 
warm air furnaces. 

A new spring-type connector that 
cannot shake loose and requires no 
tools has been introduced by Minne-
sota Mining and Manufacturing Co., 
900 Fauquier St., St. Paul, Minn., for 
making pigtail splices in electrical 
wiring. 

Designated the "Scotchlok" brand 
electrical spring connector, it is said 
to provide a tight permanent splice 
for single—or multi-strand wires up to 
gauge 10 in more than 300 different 
combinations. 

Easily applied, it is expected to find 
wide use in the electrical field, for 
making splices in such things as cir-
cuit wiring, fixture hanging, and ap-
pliance hook-up. 

Made of zinc-plated steel wire in 
the form of a tapered coil spring, the 
lubricated connector is easily screwed 
on the stripped end? of the wires with 
the finger. A notehtd turning stem 
piuvkiei adequate leverage during ap-
plication and ¡s then snapped o*T lead-
ing a neat splice with no shaip u cR 

The unique roil >prinj: d<-si< ii all ivs 
the connector to expand while being 
applied, but provide« a rduiko resis-
tant, tension grip on the wires once 
the .splkv has been made. 
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O F ( CHARETTE 

ADVERTISERS 

EM 2-2111 
AL 1-5600 
CE 1-8717 
GR 1-7070 

HU 1-3600 

Acoustical Materials 
Harry C. Leezer Co. 
Limbach Co. 
Geo. P. Little Co. 
Standard Floor Co. 

Aggregate Materials 
Duquesne Slag Products 

Air Conditioning Equipment 
and Contractors 
Demmler Bros. Company CO 1-2170 
Dravo Corporation CO 1-5400 
John Harrison Company ST 1-0621 
Limbach Co. AL 1-5600 

Air Cooled Blast Furnace Slag 
Duquesne Slag Products Co. HU 1-3600 

Architects & Artists Supplies 
A. H. Mathias & Co. AT 1-1800 
A. & B. Smith Co. AT 1-9121 

Blueprints & Photostats 
A. H. Mathias & Co. AT 1-1800 

Brick & Tile 
Gloninger & Co. CO 1-0588 
Mecho Products Corp. FE 1-0837 

Building Specialties 
Building Specialties Co. AT 1-1890 
Engineering Sales Co. LE 1-3545 
Harry C. Leezer Co. EM 2-2111 

Carpeting 
Limbach Co. AL 1-5600 
Standard Floor Co. GR 1-7070 

Concrete Accessories 
W. N. Dörnbach, Inc. CH 1-6808 
Pittsburgh Steel Products Corp. GR 1-3600 

Concrete Block, Concrete Products 
Ed. Vero Co. MI 1-1800 

Contractors 
Ira C. Wilcox, Inc. 

Doors 
Building Specialties Co. 
Engineering Sales Co. 
Golomb Paint & Glass Co. 
Harry C. Leezer Co. 
Levin son Steel Sales Co. 
Pittsburgh Plywood & Door Co. HU 1-4433 

Electrical Construction 
Howard P. Foley Co. AL 1-2850 

Elevators 
Marshall Elevator Co. HE 1-1340 

AL 1-5600 
GR 1-7070 

EX 1-1300 

AT 1-5263 S a s h 

HI 1-2441 

AT 1-1890 
LE 1-3545 
EX 1-1300 
EM 2-2111 
HU 1-3200 

Estimating Service 
Charles W. Bright 

Fencing 
Pittsburgh Steel Co. 

Flooring, Flooring Contractors 
Limbach Co. 
Standard Floor Co. 

Glass 
Golomb Paim & Glass Co. 

Hardware 
Fort Pitt Hardware Co. 

Heating Contractors 
Allegheny Co. Steam Heating Co. GR 1-4300 
John Harrison Company ST 1-0621 
Limbach Co. AL 1-5600 

Heating Equipment, Supplies, 
Service 
Allegheny Co. Steam Heating Co. GR 1-4300 
The Busch Co. EX 1-0340 
Demmler Bros. Company CO 1-2170 
Dravo Corp. CO 1-5400 
John Harrison Company ST 1-0621 
V. E. Hendrickson Co. MU 1-9333 
The James A. Hodges Co. AT 1-8572 
Limbach Co. AL 1-5600 

Insulation Materials, Contractors 
John Harrison Company ST 1-0621 
Limbach Co. AL 1-5600 

Kitchen Cabinets & Sink Tops 
Engineering Sales Co. 

Lighting Fixtures 
The Busch Co. 
V. E Hendrickson Co. 
The James A. Hodges Co. 

Linoleum 
Standard Floor Co. 

Medicine Cabinets 
Engineering Sales Co. 

Ornamental Iron & Wire 
Building Specialties Co. 
Reiling Mfg. Co. 

Painters Equipment, Supplies 
Golomb Paint & Glass Co. EX 1-1300 

Partitions, Metal 
Building Spec ia l t ies Co. 
Harry C. Leezer Co. 

Photography, Photo-Murals 
A. Church 

Plywood 
Pittsburgh Plywood & Door Co. HU 1-4433 

"I SAW YOUR AD IN CHARETTE . . 

Refrigeration 
AT 1-8339 John Harrison Company ST 1-0621 

Reproduction Equipment & Supplies 
GR 1-3600 A . & B . Smith Co. AT 1-9121 

Roofing Materials, Contractors 
Building Specialties Co. AT 1-1890 
Cartwright & Morrison, Inc. 
Duquesne Slag Products Co. 
C. G. Hussey & Co. 
John Harrison Company 
Limbach Co. 

Holcomb, N. Y. 
HU 1-3600 
GR 1-3650 
ST 1-0621 
AL 1-5600 

LE 1-3545 

EX 1-0340 
MU 1-9333 
AT 1-8572 

GR 1-7070 

LE 1-3545 

AT 1-1890 
MO 1-7567 

AT 1-1890 
EM 2-2111 

FA 1-2700 

Building Specialties Co. 
Engineering Sales Co. 
Levinson Steel Sales Co. 
Limbach Co. 

Sheet Metal Contractors 
John Harrison Company 
Limbach Co. 

Stairs 
Pittsburgh Finish & Stair Co. 

Structural Steel 
Levinson Steel Sales Co. 
Reiling Mfg. Co. 

Stone 
Building Specialties Co. 
Gloninger & Co. 

Tools & Equipment 
Fort Pitt Hardware Co. 

Utilities 
Duquesne Light Co. 
Equitable Gas Co. 
The Manufacturers Light & Heat Co. 
The Peoples Natural Gas Co. 

Ventilators 
Building Specialties Co. 
V. E. Hendrickson Co. 

Ventilating Equipment 
The Busch Co. 
Demmler Bros. Company 
Dravo Corp. 
John Harrison Company 
V. E. Hendrickson Co. 
The James A. Hodges Co. 
Limbach Co. 

Wall Finishes 
Pittsburgh Plywood & Door Co. 

Waterproofing 
Standard Floor Co. 

AT 1-1890 
LE 1-3545 

HU 1-3200 
A'L 1-5600 

ST 1-0621 
AL 1-5600 

FA 1-3761 

HU 1-3200 
MO 1-7567 

AT 1-1890 
CO 1-0588 

AT 1-5263 

GR 1-4300 
GR 1-7600 
AT 1-9320 
GR 1-5100 

AT 1-1890 
MU 1-9333 

EX 1-0340 
CO 1-2170 
CO 1-5400 
ST 1-0621 

MU 1-9333 
AT 1-8572 
AL 1-5600 

HU 1-4433 

GR 1-7070 



Aerial Sketch of "FUTURE PITTSBURGH: POINT INTERCHANGE" Courtesy G. S. Richardson, Consulting Engiwwir. 

The CHARETTE 
516 SHERMAN AVENUE 
PITTSBURGH 12, PA. 

RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED 

SEC. 34.66, P. L. & R. 

U. S. POSTAGE 
P A I D 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Permit No. 4 1 2 


