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Holy bonds

Rabbis Tzvi Perecman, left, Nachum Langsner and Moshe Heineman check the newly constructed White Oak eruv.

Mesivia photo

Working eruv approved in White Oak

By LEE CHOTTINER
Executive Editor

It’s official, White Oak’s Jewish com-
munity now has a functioning eruv of its
own. |

_Rabbi Moshe Hememan head of Balti-
’s Star-K, a kosher certlﬁcatlon or-
ation, visited the borough last week
to approve the eruv. He signed off on the
religious boundary after hours of inspec-
tion.

“There were a few things he wanted to

make better, which they did, and he gave"

the OK,” Gemilas Chesed Rabbi Irvin
Chinn said. “Last week, I think, was the
first week we were able to use it.

* “TIt covers almost all of White Oak,”
Chinn added, “which means people can
buy [houses in] hamlets far away and
walk their baby carriages to sh

Seven years in the making, the Schul-
hof Community Eruvy, as it’s being called,
was dedicated in memory. of Moishe and
Sarah Schulhof by the couple’s children.
They gave a $10,000 grant to the project
which covered materials, surveymg and
installation.

‘"The work had to overcome some hur-
dles, including negotiations with
Duquesne Light for use of its utility poles.

Surveying the land for the eruv borders -

also proved time consuming, people in-

" volved with the project said.

“It’s a very complicated task,” Chinn
said, “plus every week you have to go

around checking to make sure everything -

isO

The eruv is a perimeter formed by ex-
isting utility poles and crosswires desig-
nated to create a greater private domain:
Since observant Jews don’t carry things
on Shabbat in public domains — areas
such as. busy thoroughfares — the eruv
permits them to carry prayerbooks and

_ tallitot within its confines.

In addition to poles and wires — lechi-
im and lintels as they’re called — hill-
sides too steep to walk can be designated
as part of the boundary, and some hills do

Please see Eruv, page 31..

Pittsburgh police chief studies Israeli security taCtics

BY LEE CHOTTINER
Executive Editor

‘When authorities on May 7 simulated
a terrorist attack on PNC Park, most
participants in the drill.probably didn’t
realize the role Israel had played.

But Pittsburgh Police Chief Robert
MecNeilly did, and he claims security at
the ballpark, and throughout the city, is
the better for it.

Remembering that terrorists in Israel
have been known to use ambulances to
conceal their movements, “I stressed to

my people to check every ambulance
coming into the area,” McNeilly said.
“Even as part of a drill they could use an
ambulance as a suicide device.”

There was no real bomb, of course,
but police did discover that some ambu-
lance drivers weren’t carrying proper
identification. “That was a learning ex-
perience for us,” he said.

MecNeilly learned these lessons from a
recent eight-day training mission that
he and other U.S. law enforcement offi-
cials made to Israel. The Jewish Insti-
tute for National Security Affairs (JIN-

SA).sponsored the trip.

McNeilly, who was in the country
from April 10 to 18, spent the time ei-
ther in a classroom, riding ‘along with
Israeli police, or visiting hot zones for
anti-terrorist activity.

He learned from officials from the Is-
rael National Police, YAMAM (the Is-
raeli anti-terror unit), Shabak (the Is-
raeli security agency) and the Bomb
Disposal Division.

Some of the things McNeilly learned

Frim to build

bridges at AJ L

BY LEE CHOTTINER
Executive Editor

To Ed Frim, educating a Jewish com-
munity — young, old, child, adult — is
largely about filling niches.

There’s the niche of the special needs

" children.

The niche of the empty nesters.

The niche of the parents to be.

And so many others.

By themselves, he said, many of these
niches may not comprise too many
Jews. Put them together, though, and
you're talking real numbers.

It’s how a Jewish community reaches
out to those niches, meets their needs,
that could determine how successful its
education program is. :

“If there’s no place for my child,
there’s no place for me; that’s an area
we have to work on,” Frim said. “If put
together, six or seven niches add up to a
population of people that feel alienat-

d n

Frim, 46, will get a chance to reach
out to those niches in Jewish Pitisburgh
starting on Aug. 1. That’s when he starts
work as the first director of the Agency
for Jewish Learning (AJL). He got the
job following an 18-month, nationwide

Please see Frim, page 31.

- Hard at work

Chronicle photo by Christopher Rolmson
Sam Levinson, 12, braves the rain while
working on his bar mitzvah project —
volunteering with the Western
Pennsylvania Conservancy garden
planting at the Point on May 14.
Levinson, a member of Dor Hadash,
said he wanted his project to help
benefit the earth.
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Please see McNeilly, page 31.
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